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Specification of Neighbourhoods
There were far less Victorian villas built 
than terrace dwellings. These were 
laid out at a much lower density, and 
could be in the form of detached and 
semi-detached dwellings. Inspiration 
was drawn largely from Italian and 
Grecian examples of housing. Villa 
neighbourhoods vary in their density, the 
most sprawling being far lower than the 
25 dwellings per hectare (Waltham Forest 
Characterisation Study, 2009) of inter-war 
housing. Villas were built with gardens 
at the front and rear, and sometimes, 
in the case of larger detached houses, 
completely surrounding.

ACCESS TO PUBLIC TRANSPORT
Access to public transport entirely 
depends on the situation of a Victorian 
villa neighbourhood within a greater 
urban area. It is fair to assume that 
distances are likely to be further on 
average to reach the nearest bus stop or 
transport node, due to the lower density 
that villa housing was built at; however, 
no absolute generalisations can be made.

ACCESS TO AMENITIES
A critical mass principle, that dictates 
where some facilities are placed in urban 
areas would be weaker when applied to a 

lower density neighbourhood. 

PARKING
Parking is not usually an issue in lower 
density Victorian neighbourhoods. Many 
larger properties typically benefit from off-
street spaces.

TENURE & USES
Unlike Victorian terrace housing, villas 
tend to have wider entrances and 
hallways and larger rooms. Often villas 
are too big to be occupied by single 
families and subsequently, especially in 
less wealthy areas, become divided into 
separate living units. Alternatively, such 
buildings can be suitable for use as a 
small business premises; a veterinary 
surgery or a solicitors firm, for example. 
The character and history of a villa 
building can offer a certain authenticity 
to a business, conveying a message of 
trustworthiness to a client, that an out-of-
town office park could not.

BUILDING SPECIFICATION
Victorian villas typically have two or 
three storeys, but can be taller. External 
decoration of the finest Victorian homes 
spares no expense. Some houses posses 
mock tudor features, others have fairytale 
castle turrets. The Victorians were brave 

Another turret shows a high level of detail applied to the 
design of the roof. The grandness of such a feature makes 
this building stand out as a navigational icon.

This house has an interesting mix of styles. A mock-tudor 
gable end somehow complements a defensive castle style 
turret.

ARCHETYPE APPRAISAL
VICTORIAN VILLAS
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and experimental with style. This is 
commendable, even if some of the results 
are eccentric to the point of looking a 
little odd.

DISABILITY ACCESS
Victorian Villas, and the neighbourhoods 
that contain them, were not designed 
particularly with the needs of disabled 
people in mind, however, unlike terrace 
neighbourhoods, the setting of a villa is 
much more spacious; commonly with 
large surrounding gardens and wider 
streets with buildings set back from the 
road.

ARCHETYPE APPRAISAL
VICTORIAN VILLAS

A grand Victorian building can lend a prestigious 
impression to a business, even if it was originally intended 
to be a family home.

28


